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Monday, May 13, 1996 
A Newsletter for the 
GRAND VALLEY 
STAT E UNIVERSITY 
Community 
Volume 20, Number 39 
Mark Russell to Headline as Foundation 
Honors Civic Leaders 
During the Grand Valley University 
Foundation Enrichment Dinner on 
May 29, at the Amway Grand Plaza 
Hotel, area civic leaders David Frey 
and Audrey Sebastian will be honored 
and the pair will be inducted into the 
GVSU Hall of Fame. 
The dinner is a membership benefit 
for eve1yone who contributes $200 or 
more annually to the GVU Foundation. 
David Frey Audrey Sebastian Mark Russell 
GVSU Celebrates with Graduates 
Former Michigan State University 
President Clifton Wharton, Jr. was the 
featured speaker at Grand Valley's 
29th annual spring commencement on 
April 27. Of the 981 students who 
took pan in the ceremonies, 127 
received their master's degrees and 
854 collected their undergraduate 
degrees. 
Wharton, an economist who had 
careers in business and foreign 
economic development, was present-
ed the honoraty Doctor of Laws 
degree during the ceremony. His 
address, "The Diploma: Our Nation 's 
Best Investment" was based on his 
own experience in 
both economics and 
higher education. 
Distinguished alumni screenwriter 
Patrick Duncan and public relations 
practitioner Ginny Seyferth were also 
honored. 
Funds donated to endowments help to 
generate steady income for programs 
needed to build and sustain academic 
excellence, including student scholar-
ships. 
Political satirist Mark Russell w ill 
provide the entertainment for the 
evening. His topical humor has made 
him a longtime favorite, especially 
during an election year. 
David Frey, who has served as head 
of NBD's West Michigan Regional 
Banking Division since 1990, serves on 
the boards of trustees of the Grand 
Valley University Foundation, the Grand 
Rapids Foundation and the Frey 
Foundation . 
He is a member of the board of 
directors of the Economic Clu b of 
Grand Rapids, and past president and 
campaign chair of the United Way of 
Kent County. He served as the co-chair 
of the Grand Action Committee, the 
group that led the effort to establish the 
Van Andel Arena in downtown Grand 
Rapids. Frey is also the chair of GVSU's 
Grand Design 2000 Campaign. 
Audrey Sebastian has worked to 
make quality health care accessible to 
all , particularly o lder adults . During her 
years as a nurse, volunteer and commu-
nity leader, she served as an inspiration 
and as a role model. Sebastian held 
volunteer leadership roles with the 
Visiting Nurse Association and Kent 
County United Way. Her tenure as chair 
of United Way's Community Develop-
ment Foundation helped the o rganiza-
tion use area resources to solve com-
munity problems. 
Sebastian received an honora1y 
degree of Doctor of Humane Letters, 
Honoris Causa, from Grand Valley in 
1990, in recognition of he r many 
contributions to the Grand Rapids area. 
The GVSU Forum is 
published by the Office of 
University Communications 
every Monday when classes are 
in sess ion and biweekly during 
the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send 
publication items to Kathleen 
Adams, editor, c/ o the FORUM 
cc:Mail box. From off campus, 
ema il forum@gvsu.edu. 
Telephone: 616-895-2221. Fax: 
616-895-2250. Visit FORUM 
ONLINE on the Wo rld Wide Web 
at: www.gvsu.edu/ 
Facu lty and staff members 
can find an online "Sketches" 
submissions fo rm on the web 
site . 
Across Campus 
Hoekstra Praised for Fiscal 
Responsibility 
A bipartisan watchdog organization called 
the Concord Coalition awarded its Deficit 
Hawk Award to Congressman Peter Hoek-
stra on April 29, during a press conference 
in the Cook-DeWitt Center. Citing Hoekstra 's 
fiscal conservatism in his support of reduc-
ing the nation's deficit, Michigan Concord 
Coalition Director Mike Presant commended 
the Holland republican for his willingness to 
cross party lines for the cause of fiscal 
responsibility. 
Hoekstra returns to the campus today for 
his Congressional Youth Leadership Summit. 
Former football sta r Mike Singletary, who 
played for the Chicago Bears, is also 
Concord Coalition Director Mike Presant hands 
Rep. Hoekstra his Deficit Hawk Award. 
Reception Features 
Artists and their Art 
scheduled to address more than 100 high 
school honor students who will be attend-
ing the youth summit. 
West Michigan 
Public Broadcasting 
Fundraising Efforts a Success 
• WGVU-AM and FM's Spring Radio 
Membership Drive , with on-air pledging 
from April 8-23, raised a total of $66,500 
from 1,013 new and renewing members. 
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• Sponsored by WGVU-AM and FM and 
Saturn of Grand Rapids, the live, national 
broadcast of public radio's hrt comedy 
quiz show Whad'Ya Know? with Michael 
Feldman turned out to be a tremendous 
promotional and financial success for the 
stations. The broadcast originated from 
Fountain Street Church in downtown 
Grand Rapids before a very enthusiastic 
audience of about 1,000 fans, some from 
as far away as Arizona and Californ ia. 
• The 22nd annual WGVU-TV 35 and 
WGVK-TV 52 Auction , held April 23-28, 
featured six days of fantastic deals and 
broke all records for merchandise 
donated and high bids with the final tally 
from bids received totaling $197,000. 
With more than 1,000 items up for bid, 
and over 40 hours of on-air activity, the 
auction remains west Michigan's largest 
televised event. 
New this year was an unprecedented 
live, nationwide satellite uplink featuring 
travel and lodging packages during the final 
continued on page 3 
More than 150 guests saunte red through the corri-
dors of Grand Valley's science complex on May 2, 
admiring the paintings, sculptures, photographs, and 
other pieces of original art that add to the beauty of the 
buildings. Twenty-e ight artists were present, as well as 
student guides who were the re to explain the history , 
the inspiration and the style of the artwork. The Sey-
mour and Esthe r Padnos Hall of Science, Henry Hall 
and the Student Services Building are adorned w ith 
more than 100 pieces of art. 
Professor of Art Daleene Menning expla ins 
her Blue Clay Mural Project to visitors. The 
mural is expected to be completed by the 
end of the summer. 
Across Campus 
continued from page 2 
night's broadcast. Bidding activity 
skyrocketed during the uplink, and ca lls 
were taken from Canada, Connecticut 
and other ar as. 
Board Member Wins 
Award for Achievement 
And Courage 
Dorothy Johnson, a member of 
Grand Valley State University's Board of 
Control, received a "Women of Achieve-
ment and Courage" award from the 
Michigan 
Women's 
Foundation 
during a 
benefit gala 
on May 9, in 
Detroit. She 
and two 
other 
recipients 
will be 
honored 
again on 
May 21 , at a 
second gala in the Ambassador Ball-
room of the Amway Grand Plaza Hotel. 
The Michigan Women's Foundation is 
a public foundation that makes grants 
to projects benefiting women, the only 
state-wide fo undation so specifically 
focused. The "Women of Achievement 
and Courage" award, in its seventh year, 
recognizes women who serve as role 
models for other women and girls. 
Andrea Plotrowski, director of 
development fo r the MWF, said Johnson 
was selected for several reasons, 
including her 20 years as president of 
the Grand Haven-based Council of 
Michigan Foundations, her recently 
completed one-year term as the first 
woman cha ir of the W. K. Kellogg 
Foundation, and for her commitment to 
philanthropy and charitable giving that 
benefits women and girls. 
Johnson has positively influenced 
west Michigan through her varied 
involvement with Grand Valley State 
University. Governor Engler appointed 
Johnson to GVSU's Board of Control 
last February. She has also served as a 
trustee on the Grand Valley University 
Foundation since 1981 and aided in 
GVSU's fundraising drive to complete 
the Eberhard Center. Johnson is current-
ly a member of the board of advisors 
for GVSU's Seidman School of Business. 
PA Students Honored 
The Public Administration Founda-
tion , Inc. , a statewide non-profit 
corporation, has selected two GVSU 
students to be among its awa rd recipi-
ents this year. Tracey James, a GVSU 
junior majo ring in Public Administration, 
is the 1996 scholarship winner. The 
award , for $700, will be presented at 
the Annual Michigan Public Manage-
ment Institute in Lansing on May 10. 
Additionally, Paula Monson, a graduate 
student in Public Administration, w ill 
receive a $250 prize for honorable 
mention in the essay contest. Her essay 
drew on Internet resources to argue that 
the modem may be an idea l instrument 
to help cure citizen apathy and mistrust. 
Toastmasters Find New Digs 
Grand Valley's Toastmasters Interna-
tional chapter now meets every 
Wednesday morning at 7:30 in the 
Coming Events 
Register Now for 
Faculty/Staff Golf Outing 
May 24 is the deadline for registering 
for the 1996 GVSU Facul ty/Staff Golf 
Outing. Contact Cheryl Anderson at 
x3259, or stop by her office at 192 
Fieldhouse to sign up. The 24th annual 
outing, which w ill be held on Thursday, 
June 6, starts at 1:45 p.m., includes 18 
or nine holes of golf, use of the driving 
range, a mini golf clinic, and dinner. 
One lucky door prize w inner will be 
awarded two round-trip tickets to fly 
anywhere in the contiguous United 
States on Northwest Airlines. 
Alums Golf Outing Set 
All members of the university 
community are invited to join GVSU 
alumni and friends in a day of golf, food 
and fun at The Meadows on June 22. 
Seidman House Library. Lee Lebbin, 
new president of the group , is pictured 
thanking past presidents Rhoda Banta 
and Linda Yuhas during the May 1 
meeting. 
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Other new officers for the club 
include Darrell King, vice president of 
education, Koleta Moore, vice president 
of membership and public relations, 
Tom Norman, secretary/ treasurer, and 
Rita VanderMeer, sergeant at arms. 
New members and guests are 
welcome and should contact Koleta 
Moore, at x3234, for more information . 
The first All-Alumni Benefit Golf 
Outing, "A Gathering Of Eagles (and 
pars, and bogies ... ) ," will lu re up to 144 
golfers for a four-person scramble 
event, with proceeds going to enrich 
the GVSU Alumni Heritage Scholarship 
Endowment Fund. This new scholarship 
is designed to provide financial aid to 
sons and daughters of GVSU alumni , 
and is already an active fund . Hole 
sponsorships are available and prize 
donations are welcome. 
The full-day event, with a shotgun 
start at 1:30 p .m. , will include practice 
privileges at The Grand National Golf 
Academy, 18 holes of golf with carts, 
and a barbecue buffet in The Meadows 
gazebo. A special drawing will be held 
with a sizable array of prizes . 
Contact Kent Fisher in Alumni 
Relations to register. The cutoff date for 
entries is June 14. 
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
Gloria Tate, assistant director of 
Housing, and Cindy Walter, international 
education advisor in the Office of 
International Affairs, facilitated a racism 
workshop for two English classes at 
Byron Center High School. 
Frances B. McCrea, associate profes-
sor of Sociology, and Gregory Lukasik, 
a former GVSU student now pursuing 
graduate work in Sociology at Western 
Michigan University, presented a paper 
titled "Social Protest and Change: 
Intellectuals in Solidarity and Atomic 
Scientists' Movement" at the annual 
meeting of the North Central Sociologi-
cal Association in Cincinnati . 
Don Pottorff, associate professor of 
Reading, conducted a workshop for 
second graders and special education 
students at Lakeshore Elementary 
School in West Ottawa on making 
wall paper books and publishing stories. 
He also conducted a workshop on 
poet1y writing with sixth graders at 
Fountain Elementary School in Grand 
Rapids. 
Pat Buist coordinator of the Nursing 
Learning R~source Center, and Karen 
Burchard, Computing Education consul-
tant, presented a session titled "Comput-
erized Lab Utilization Records using 
Microsoft Access" at the national 
conference for Learning Resource 
Centers in Nursing in Indianapolis. 
Donald Williams, Sr. , dean of Minority 
Affairs received the 1996 Liberty Award 
from the Grand Rapids Bar Association. 
Williams was nominated by Armand 
Robinson, chairman of the Coalition for 
Representative Government, for his 
work with young people. 
Richard R. Rediske, research associate 
at the Water Resources Institute, was 
appointed a research fellow at the 
Cooperative Institute for Limnology and 
Ecosystem Research ( CILER). CILER 
coordinates Great Lakes research 
projects involving multiple academic 
institutions and governmental agencies. 
Rediske will participate as a team 
member on Great Lakes research 
projects with the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration and the 
University of Michigan. 
Curtis Jones, professor of Sociology, 
and WendyWenner, associate professor 
of English, presented a collaborative 
paper titled "Overcoming Fear: Prepar-
ing Pre-Service Teachers to Teach 
Language Arts in the Urban/ Multicultur-
al Classroom" at the Second Annual 
Conference on Urban and Multicultural 
Education at Florida International 
University in Miami. The paper resulted 
from their joint sabbatical research on 
ways to prepare GVSU student teachers 
to be more effective in multicultural 
classrooms. 
Ed Frye, research assistant at the 
Water Resources Institute, gave a lecture 
titled "Decision Support Systems in 
Small Watersheds" at a meeting of the 
5th Annual !MAGIN forum in Lansing. 
Emily Jean McFadden, professor in 
the School of Social Work, was the 
closing speaker at the Alaska Confer-
ence on Weaving a Circle of Care held 
in Anchorage. Her speech, titled "The 
Future of Alternative Care," was pre-
sented to staff and caregivers from the 
Alaska Department of Family and Youth 
Services and Indian Child Welfare 
of Alaska. McFadden also presented 
workshops on "Support Needs of 
Kinship Caregivers, " "Permanency 
Planning and Adoption in Kinship Care" 
Calendar of Events 
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and "Family Decision Making in Kinship 
Care." 
Janet Vail, research associate at the 
Water Resources Institute, was a speaker 
at the Spring Regional Meeting of the 
American Water Works Association. Her 
topic was on how to provide water 
information to schools that visit water 
utilities. In addition, Vail was invited to 
provide input for the pollution preven-
tion component of the Michigan Great 
Lakes Protection Fund for a conference 
in Lansing this month. 
RoyWinegar, media production 
specialist in the Office of University 
Communications, attended the Spring 
World Internet Conference in San Jose. 
His focus was to increase his knowl-
edge concerning Web server and 
management technology as well as 
interactive multimedia and the World 
Wide Web. Last month, Winegar 
presented the GVSU World Wide Web 
sight at the GrandNet All Web All Day 
Seminar held at the Eberhard Center. 
In the News 
Jonathan White, professor of Criminal 
Justice and assistant clean of Social 
Sciences was inte1viewed about 1ight-wing 
te1mris~ on National Public Radio's All 
Things Considered on April 26. 
Job Openings 
Executive, Administrative, Professional 
Development Manager, WGVU/WGVK-TV 
and WGVU/WGVK AM & FM -
$40,400 - $69,300 
Maintenance, Grounds, Service 
HVAC Specialist (2nd shift), Plant Services-
$14.04/ $15.03/ $15.66 
General Events 
Tues., May 14 
1 p.m.: Grand Fortun "Dino Doomsday. " Van Andel Museum 
Center. Call x6615. 
7:45 a.m.-12 noon: Accounting & Financial Management 
Workshops for Nonprofit Organizations, "Budgeting. " EC. 
Cost $50. Call 459-3773 . . ,, 
9 a.m. & 1 p.m.: Grand Forum "Exploring Nature m the Sprmg. 
Blandford Nature Center. Call x6615. 
Thurs., May 16 . . 
10 a.m.: Grand Forum "In Search of Dinosaurs: D1ggmg Up the 
Past. " Van Andel Museum Center. Call x6615. 
Wed.,May 22 
10 a.m.: Grand Forum "Understanding World Religions." EC. 
Call x6615. 
Sports 
Sports Hotline: 895-3800. Game times subject to change. 
Thurs. May 16-Fri. , May 17 
10 a.1-r{.: Men's Golf at GLIAC Conference Championships. Site 
to be announced. 
